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   If you grow up in Three Rivers and 
attend Woodlake High School , odds 
are pretty good that you could become 
a Superior Court judge. Currently, three 
of the nineteen judges serving Tulare 
County’s highest court have ties to 
Three Rivers.
   David Mathias (WHS Class of 1982) 
was the latest to be named a Tulare 
County Superior Court Judge. As a 
property and civil litigator in Visa-
lia, the Woodlake high school gradu-
ate found himself taking natural steps 
to progress his career.  Mathias began 
renting office space from then-attorney 
and now Judge Gary Paden.  The pair 
worked in the same building that has 
now produced 5 superior court judges. 
“225 West Oak Street is a good-luck 
building,” said Judge Paden, who also 
swore Mathias in.  After applying for 
judgeship and waiting more than two 
years, Mathias now finds himself in 
a new role in the judicial system. The 
Visalian, who spent most of his career 
standing in front of the judge’s bench, now sits behind it. “I have always re-
spected judges, and now it’s my job to make the calls,” he said. “I will be fair and 
impartial, and feel honored to have this experience.” Born in Tulare and raised 
in Three Rivers, Mathias says his ties  to Tulare County are strong, making him 
a perfect fit for the county’s newest judge. 

“In serving Tulare County as a Superior Court Judge 
I’m very proud to tell people that it all started with 

Three Rivers Elementary School & Woodlake High School.”
                                                                            Honorable David Mathias  

   Woodlake High School gave me a great foundation for my college education 
and taught me many valuable lessons for succeeding in life.  I’ve enjoyed return-

ing to Woodlake High School over the 
years to participate in career day and 
watch the mighty Woodlake Tigers in 
sports.   I hope the success that I have 
enjoyed in my career will inspire other 
Woodlake High School students and 
graduates to be just as successful in 
their chosen professions.”
  When the father of four, registered 
Republican, threw his name in the 
hat for judgeship, he was prepared to 
wait.  David was sworn in Dec. 27 and 
drove to Porterville and began learning 
the calendar,” he said. Coming from a 
mostly civil and real estate background, 
Mathias knows it will take some time 
getting to used to criminal calendar he 
faces day in and day out in Porterville.         
   The other current judges are the Hon-
orable Lloyd L. Hicks and the honor-
able Kathryn (Thorn) Montejano. The 
Honorable Lloyd L. Hicks (WHS Class 
of 1961) was appointed to the Tulare 
County Superior Court in 2003 by Gov. 

Gray Davis. Lloyd was raised in Three Rivers.  Lloyd graduated from Three Riv-
ers School and Woodlake High School. He continued his education at Stanford 
University and began his law career in Visalia in 1969. (Lloyd was featured in the 
2007 Winter/Spring Foundation Newsletter)
   The Honorable Kathryn (Thorn) Montejano (WHS Class of 1971) was ap-
pointed to the Tulare County Superior Court by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
in 2007. Kathy was raised in Three Rivers, the daughter of Craig “Bud” Thorn 
(1928-2009). She, too, graduated from Three Rivers School and Woodlake High 
School.
   Kathy earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from California State University, Chi-
co. She then earned a law degree from Lincoln Law School (Sacramento). She 
served as a supervising attorney for 14 years in the Tulare County District At-
torney’s office prior to her appointment.

Honorable Kathryn (Thorn) Montejano & Honorable David Mathias
Honorable Lloyd L. Hicks not pictured

Woodlake High’s Third Judge Appointed to Superior Court.

Have You Included the Woodlake High School Foundation in Your Will or Trust?

   The Woodlake Mock Trial Team took second place in Tulare County this year 
after a very successful and fun season for the team.  As the defending Tulare County 
Champions, Woodlake Mock Trial started the new season knowing there were high 
expectations of the team and many other high schools in the county that were prac-
ticing hard to make sure it wouldn’t happen again.  The team was eager to put 
another win under their belt, however, most of the 2010 championship team had 
graduated and with only five returning players they knew their work was cut out 
for them.
   Mr. Skeen, the teacher coach, and Erin Leedy along with husband Nathan Leedy, 
attorney coaches, wasted no time and worked the team into shape for the competi-
tion.  The newcomers to Woodlake Mock Trial certainly stepped up to the plate 
too, and after several scrimmages, Orosi, Coalinga, Clovis North, and Clovis High 
Schools, the team was ready to dominate in the county competition. Throughout the 
first four rounds, Woodlake put on an astounding performance, solidly beating all of 
the teams that came their way. By the semifinals, Woodlake had the highest power 
score, and was ranked number one in the county.
   In the semifinal competition Woodlake battled against El Diamante High School 

for a chance at the Finals. The teams were well matched, and the trial was an excit-
ing one. At the end of the night the verdict was out, Woodlake seized the victory by 
just five points.
   In the final competition Woodlake found itself on prosecution verses Tulare Union 
on defense, the exact same teams playing the same rolls as the last finals one year 
prior, a nail biting close match which Woodlake narrowly won in a tie breaking vote 
of the scorers which sent Woodlake to the State Competition as County Champions.  
The night of finals was once again a very close match. Both teams showed signifi-
cant improvement from last year’s performance. After all the arguments were made, 
all the objections satisfied, and the verdict announced, the scorers determined that 
Tulare Union would move on to State, again by a margin of only five points.
   This years’ team members and their positions are as follows: Hayley Hengst (attor-
ney, witness), Carson Costa (attorney), Garret Robertshaw (attorney), Garret Fisher 
(attorney), Brian Pfenninger (attorney), Analisa Skeen (attorney), Lauren Moore 
(witness), Joee Denis (witness), Juana Ventura (witness), Glenda Taylor (witness), 
Alberto Reynaga (witness, bailiff), Yarelli Mercado (witness), Alejandro Reynaga 
(timer), Jessica Reynaga (shadow timer).

WOODLAKE UNION HIGH SCHOOL Mock Trial 2011 COMPETITION

Photo Courtesy - Kaweah Commonwealth John Elliott.



   Woodlake Academic Decathlon Team did a great job at this year’s com-
petition.  Below are results.  Team Advisors are Woodlake High teachers 
Kevin Skeen & Shaun Summers.
   Our Academic Decathlon Team competed this weekend against 9 other 
high schools in Tulare County and walked away with many medalists in 
every category. Woodlake High was well represented. Here is the break-
down of the medals:

   What is Academic Decathlon? A commitment for a weekend, a way to 
show off one’s intelligence, a couple days worth of tests are all possible defi-
nitions. The basics of Academic Decathlon are students are broken up into 
three categories: varsity, scholastic, and honors. The students proceed to take 
a series of ten tests consisting of art, music, social science, economics, math, 
language and literature, written and oral super quiz, interview, speech, and es-
say. This strenuous weekend is concluded with an awards assembly. A medal 
is the award for being one of the top students in the category of the test in the 
county. Kelsey Ruehling won a trophy for having the top combined score in 
her division. 
   The program has a theme that changes every year. In the past, the themes 
have been Latin American Culture (2009), the French Revolution (2010), and 
this year the Great Depression. The themes reflect on what the super quiz will 
be composed of that year. For example, this year the art, music, and super quiz 
all concerned the 1930s culture. This indirectly led the students to be more 
aware of this country’s past. 
   Woodlake has a growing reputation of being an Academic Decathlon sup-
porting school. In the last few years, Woodlake has had one of the largest 
teams going into the competition. The team appreciates the funding and sup-
port of the school and our coaches Mr. Kevin Skeen and Mr. Shaun Sum-
mers. 
   This year the team was extremely successful. They brought home a total of 
33 medals and a trophy. They would have won more but attendance was less 
than stellar on the second day. This led to Kaweah Vines stepping in at the last 
moment as an alternative and the team was thankful for her assistance. Every 
member that was present both days received at least one medal. The team was 
topped only by Harmony Magnet in Strathmore by a few points. If all mem-
bers were present, the team could have been competing for a chance at state. 
  All in all, the team is proud of their efforts. However, our goal next year is a 
county small school championship. With a little bit more effort on studying, 
and a little bit more effort on attendance, we can undoubtedly achieve that 
goal. With member population and medals going up, our team is growing in 
strength year after year. There truly is strength in numbers. -Jacob Deitz

Language & Literature
  Lauren Moore.......... Silver Medal 
  Ezra Graber........... Bronze Medal 
  Garrett Fisher.......... Silver Medal 
  Kelsey Ruehling...... Silver Medal 
  Kathryn Keeley..... Bronze Medal 
Music
  Jacob Deitz.............. Silver Medal 
Science
  Cyrus Graber........... Silver Medal 
  Kelsey Ruehling...... Silver Medal 
  Kathryn Keeley....... Silver Medal 

Art
  Kelsey Ruehling........Gold Medal 
Math
  Phoebe Castro....... Bronze Medal 
  Anthony Caudle...... Silver Medal 
  Lauren Moore............Gold Medal 
  Ezra Graber........... Bronze Medal 
  Kelsey Ruehling...... Silver Medal 
  Xavier Hernandez.....Gold Medal 
  Brian Pfenninger... Bronze Medal 
  Kathryn Keeley....... Silver Medal 

Woodlake Academic Decathlon Team brings home 33 medals

Assistance Service Dog Educational Center
   Gerald (WHS Class of 1967) and Donna Whittaker (WHS Class of 1969) established ASDEC as a 
second career after their first retirement in 2002. Formed in partnership with Woodlake High School, 
ASDEC is the only program of its kind in the nation to utilize high school students to train service 
dogs and to place the dogs at no cost to special needs clients. 
   Woodlake High School students are personally selected by the Whittakers, who blend at-risk kids 
with a variety of other students. Each participant commits to the two year program. The students’ 
personal growth as a result of this program is astounding. They learn responsibility, compassion, dis-
cipline, and the value of giving of themselves, while developing professional level skills -- impressive 
life-lessons for anyone, let alone teenagers!
   While the benefit to these students is extraordinary, the effect on the recipients of the service dogs, 
who may be challenged with overwhelming physical, mental, and developmental disabilities, is noth-
ing less than miraculous. 
   Upon certification, ASDEC-trained service dogs, have learned over 90 commands. They perform an 
array of tasks, from picking up objects, pulling wheelchairs, opening and closing doors, turning switches on and off, to predicting seizures. The dogs, which 
are carefully partnered, then further trained to be with their new owners, become constant and caring companions, offering their owners stability and happier, 
more independent lives.  Currently, ASDEC is filling an immense need by supplying service dogs to veterans suffering from Post-traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD).
  The Whittakers are expected to permanently retire at the end of this school year. A support club has been formed to help with the transition into the center’s 
next phase. New members are welcome! If interested, contact ASDEC.
   Woodlake School District has been very supportive of this organization and will continue to provide program infrastructure, the schoolhouse, kennels and 
utilities.  However, budget cuts are hurting this program.  Funding for the Whittakers’ replacement and other operating expenses will have to be raised annu-
ally for the program to continue. 
   While the ASDEC Booster Club is actively writing grants and sponsoring fund-raising events, we need your support. If you feel as strongly as we do that 
ASDEC improves the lives of so many, please consider sending a donation to the WHS Foundation to ensure the continuation of this invaluable organiza-
tion. To Support This Program Contact the WHS Foundation at (559) 564-7297 

If You Wish To Learn More About This Program Please Visit:  www.ServiceDogCenter.org 

Gerald & Donna Whittaker



ditional students.  In 2010, another $1,000 was provided. The 
goal was to raise $2,000 for the Redbanks Foundation.
   With this amount we will assist four students.  Each will 
receive a $500 scholarship.
   All Redbanks Foundation applicants work through a rigor-
ous application process which includes multiple interviews.  
One hundred percent of all donations are used by the student 
recipients. 
   Two of the Founding Members recently lost a parent (See 
Obituaries below) and requested that in lieu of flowers dona-
tions be made to the Redbanks Foundation Scholarship Fund.  
The Redbanks Foundation is new to this community and 
we look forward to answering any questions you may have.  
Please contact any of the individuals listed below with your 
questions or comments.

 If you would like to know more about the
Redbanks Foundation please contact us:

   Larry Garcia............................................. (559) 679-4938
   Andy Barba............................................... (559) 303-4396
   Joe Mesa.................................................... (559) 696-9187
   George Betancur...................................... (559) 909-2290

   In 2008, four friends, who grew up in Redbanks, were re-
flecting on the life lessons learned from growing up in the 
“Redbanks Camp.” We witnessed first hand the tremendous 
work ethic of our families and friends.  Though we grew up 
in a community considered impoverished, we grew up expe-
riencing the importance of family and the support of friends.  
In spite of many hardships growing up, many of us have been 
blessed with success in our adult lives.  We now wish to help 
other Hispanic graduates from Woodlake High School who are 
currently growing up in circumstances very similar to ours.  

   With pride and purpose, 
the Redbanks Foundation was created 

to honor the legacy and richness of growing up 
in Redbanks, a farm labor camp.  

   These friends who grew up together in Redbanks created a 
scholarship fund for a worthy Woodlake High School student.  
A student determined to attain a college degree.  Initially, the  
Redbanks Foundation raised $600 and was able to provide a 
scholarship to an outstanding Woodlake graduate. The follow-
ing year 2009 they were able to raise $1,000 to help two ad-

   Jose Sandoval Betancur passed away sud-
denly on Monday March 7, 2011 surrounded 
by his loving family.
   Jose was a devoted husband, father and 
grandfather. He left very positive and indelible 
memories in so many lives he touched in his 82 
years. Jose was born April 14, 1928 in Miami 
Arizona.
   He was preceded in death by his parents  
Hilario and Concepcion Betancur, brothers 
Catarino and Hilario Betancur,  sisters Juanita 
Renteria and Petra Zuniga . He is survived by 
one sister Jesus Lara.
   He attended the Berkeley School for the Deaf 
and graduated from high school there in 1946. 
He married his beloved wife Mary Luz Betan-
cur and they were to celebrate their 60th wed-
ding anniversary later this year.
   They settled in Woodlake in 1954 and have 
lived there since. They had 3 children, sons George Betancur of Woodlake, Danny Be-
tancur of Fresno and one daughter Patty Alvarez of Visalia. He also had 8 grandchildren 
whom he loved dearly: Alex Alvarez and Nathan Alvarez , Mia Neunzig, Monique Be-
tancur and  Marcel Betancur ,  Joshua and Natalie Betancur.  He was blessed with 4 great 
grandchildren, Manny and Gina Neunzig,  Elijah Alvarez and  Aiden Alvarez.
   Jose worked for Golden State Citrus Packing from 1954 to his retirement in 1990. He 
loved his work and had an unending passion to do quality work in everything he touched. 
Through the years he proved he could accomplish anything he set his mind to do. He was 
known for his sense of humor and friendly personality
   Sports were a big part of Jose’s life and his loyalty to the Los Angeles Dodgers and LA 
Lakers never wavered.
   But his greatest satisfaction was family get togetheriu9 s where he could enjoy his 
grand children and great grandchildren.
    In lieu of flowers, Jose requested that folks make a donation to the WHS Foundation 
for the Redbanks Scholarship Fund.

Jose Sandoval Betancur
  Victoria Barba, 84, went to join our Lord on 
Monday, October 25, 2010.  She also joined her 
beloved husband, Domingo as well as her two 
children Phillip and Rebecca.  She was born on 
March 23, 1926 in Glendale, California.  Vicky 
and Domingo married on October 22, 1949 and 
drove to Redbanks, California.  They had seven 
children and raised them there until they moved 
to Woodlake in 1964.  She had her sixth son 
Ruben in August of 1970.  She lost her eldest 
son Phillip on November 20, 1970 while he was 
in Pleiku, Vietnam and shortly thereafter her 
daughter, Becky on January 7, 1971.  Despite 
her losses, she was a very positive lady.  Vicky’s 
life was dedicated to raising her children, en-
joying her grandchildren and spending endless 
hours working on her gardens.  Her evenings 
were spent working on puzzles or avidly reading 
her latest novel most often it would be a biogra-
phy.  According to daughter Irene, “Mom’s connection to WHS was making sure that we 
went to school and behaved ourselves.  Mom was from Pasadena and had running water 
and indoor toilets before she moved to Redbanks.  It was quite the adventure for her and 
all I can say is she must have really loved my dad. To be honest, I never realized I was 
poor until much later in life.  I wouldn’t change how we were raised for the world, my 
folks did everything they could for us.  Much appreciated.    
  She is survived by her five sons, Andrew of Visalia, Ca., Raymond of Three Rivers, Ca., 
Ernie of Porterville, Ca., Abel of Exeter, Ca., Ruben of Long Beach, Ca., and her daugh-
ter Irene Barba of Three Rivers, Ca.; her four daughters-in-law, Haydee, Yolanda, Cathy, 
Sabrina and son-in-law, Billy Lucas; twelve grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; 
one brother, Joe Ortega of Pasadena, Ca., and four sisters, Lupe Ceseña, Duarte, Ca., 
Francis Gastelum, Apple Valley, Ca., Mary Segura, Woodlake, Ca., and Connie Ortega, 
Hemet, Ca.; and many nieces; nephews; and friends.
   In lieu of flowers, Victoria requested that folks make a donation to the WHS Founda-
tion for the Redbanks Scholarship Fund.

REDBANKS FOUNDATION RAISES FUNDS FOR WHS SCHOLARSHIPS

VICTORIA BARBA

The Woodlake High class of 1976 with invitations to the classes of 1975 and 1977 
are planning a 35 Year Class Reunion to be held October 22, 2011.  

For more info contact Jackie Harris-Groeber at: DrJackieTrainings@sbcglobal.net 
or Joey Hughes at: BroncoJ932@aol.com Or Call: Joe Hughes at 559-798-0536



 DONATIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR YOUTH

WOODLAKES 2010 MAN AND WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
Ana Hilaria Carretero
Woman of the Year Ana Hilaria Carretero is the first 
child for Sebastian and Guadalupe Carretero. Ana 
admires her parents above everyone else because of 
their unconditional love. Ana is the proud and dot-
ing mother of Michael, Melissa and Michele. She is 
also Coach Ana. She loves playing and coaching Vol-
leyball at WHS and Club Volleyball for the commu-
nity. She has been instrumental in establishing PATS, 
Knight Vision and PTSBC, is Treasurer of the WHS 
Foundation and Woodlake Rotary.

Alex Reynoso
  Man of the Year Alex Reynoso is the son of Pablo 
and Graciela Reynoso. He has lived in Woodlake all 
of his life and attended school here. Alex currently is 
attending COS, studying Fire Science and working 
toward his Associate of Science degree. Alex gives 
back through events like the Santa Sleigh, Cinco 
de Mayo, Western Week activities and Carnivals. 
He was presented with the FireFighter of the Year 
Award in 2002, Recognition of Appreciation in 2005 
and Excellence in Leadership in 2010.

WOODLAKES 2010 YOUTH OF THE YEAR AWARD
Alberto Reynaga
   Youth of the Year - Alberto Reynaga, son of 
Constantino and Enedina Reynaga was raised in 
Woodlake. His parents taught him to believe in 
himself and never give up. He is a Sergeant in the 
Woodlake Police Explorers and hopes to attend 
either University of CA Berkeley or San Fran-
cisco State University to study either Business 
Administration, concentrating on Information 
Systems, or Computer Engineering.

Vanessa Reynoso
    Youth of the Year - Vanessa Reynoso is the 
oldest of the five children born to Irene and 
Angel Reynoso. Vanessa is a chauffeur, tu-
tor, cheerleader, mentor, counselor and second 
mother to her three brothers and a sister. She 
juggles school, sports, community clubs and 
family with grace and that feeling of satisfac-
tion at the end of the day and has made WHS a 
better place..

WOODLAKES 2010 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT RECIPIENT
Olga Castillo Jimenez
Lifetime Achievement Award - Olga Castillo 
Jimenez is the daughter of Librado and Maria 
Castillo, and the wife of Manuel Jimenez. An 
avid gardener, Olga also loves to read, crochet, 
embroider and sew. She is a member of Wood-
lake Pride Coalition, involving the youth of 
Woodlake in the community garden and botani-
cal garden.

Bob Pearcy
Lifetime Achievement Award Bob Pearcy credits his par-
ents, W.W. and Maggie Pearcy, with instilling a strong 
sense of responsibility and work ethic. Bob was a 4-H 
Club leader, WHS Foundation volunteer, Tulare World 
Ag Expo volunteer, 2010 Chairman of the Antique Farm 
Equipment Show, cooks at Camp Zap, is a member of 
the American Legion, Amvets Post 0022, the Early Days 
Antique Tractor and Gas Engine Association and a past 
member of the Sons of Italy, and Rotary Int’l. He retired 
from teaching at Redwood High School and WHS. Often 
referred to as “Bob the Builder,” and know that if a proj-
ect is “built by Bob” it will be done correctly.

Brian Vaccaro
Brian Vaccaro has been committed to the 
youth of Woodlake for the last 45 years as 
a parent volunteer for the Woodlake Tiger 
Sharks Swim Team, Woodlake 4-H, Wood-
lake Presbyterian Church high school and 
college Youth groups. Every spring for 
many years, Brian and Judi load up their 
truck and head “south of the border” with 
a team of students for a short term mission. 
Brian is a past member of Woodlake Lions, Woodlake Rotary, the 
Back Country Horsemen of CA-High Sierra and CA Superinten-
dents’ Association. He has also been active with the Friends of SCI-
CON and is currently serving on the WHS Foundation.

Commitment to Youth Award

Photo Courtesy
Exeter Sun Newspaper

  
The WHS Foundation 

received 91 applications from seniors asking 
for funds to continue their educations beyond WHS.  

Foundation members are working hard to help 
our students locate the necessary funds in this 

difficult time of financial cutbacks.   
Helping a student get an advanced education helps our 

world and our country more than everything else. 
Anyone wishing to help, please go to the website 

to donate to this extremely
worthy cause! 

www.WoodlakeFoundation.org
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Top Row: left to right Head Coach José A. Palomo, Alfonso Reyes, Giovanni Alatorre, José González, Capt. Iván Vásquez, 
René Vega, José Quezada,  Ricardo Sandoval, Abel Muñoz,  Asst. Coach Cesar Hernández

Bottom Row: left to right Juan A. Martínez, Leonardo Hernández, José Campos, Oscar Peña, Cristian Cuevas, Javier Peña, Mario Delgado, Rudy Pérez, Miguel Reynoso, Victor Aguirre

   With the excitement and hype surround-
ing this team, our community and school 
had high expectations from the team. As 
league commenced, the team went on a 
7-0 run, and assured themselves a back-
to-back East Sequoia League Champi-
onship. The last obstacle at hand was 
to defeat Orosi at Orosi to finish league 
play and finish the league campaign un-
defeated. It was not to be, as Orosi beat 
us that night and we had to share the 
league title.
   The first round of playoffs we hosted 
Granite Hills and beat them in double 
overtime, 4-1. The semi-final match pit-
ted Woodlake versus Orosi for the third 
time this season at Orosi. This victory 

SPIRIT AWARD WINNERS
Woodlake Bengals/Pop Warner Football Coaches

  This year the Woodlake Pop Warner Bengal 
Coaches received the Spirit Award for their out-
standing contribution to Woodlake Youth.

“They never gave up on us. They treated everybody equally 
and gave everyone a chance. Whenever a player got hurt, 
the coaches would call them and make sure they were ok. 
They made everything fun, even practice. They pumped us 
up when we did well and whenever we blew it, they would 
say, “It’s all right. We’ll get ‘em next time.”         Zack Fesperman

I appreciate the coaches for all the help they gave me. I’m 
going to miss playing for the Bengals. Thanks to all you 
guys. Never give up on something you want!         Samuel Palafox

A Big Thanks to all of these Coaches -
It shows what a difference one person’s 

commitment can make in the future of a child.
Front Row: Ignacio M. Garcia, Jr  Second Row: Manuel (Manny) Martinez, Larry Arroyo, Jerry 
Alvarez  Third Row: Frank Guillen, Bobby Hernandez, Mike Flores, Jr, Phillip Castillo

assured Woodlake of its second straight 
Valley Championship game.
   Woodlake was able to host the Cham-
pionship game on rainy March 2nd 
night. Woodlake was able to outplay a 
very physical Sierra team throughout the 
night. 
   The players and coaching staff would 
like to thank the Woodlake High School 
Foundation for its generous donation at 
the beginning of the year. Your donation 
went toward the purchase of new practice 
balls and training equipment.  Thank you 
once again for supporting not only our 
team, but also Woodlake High School 
and our community.

WHS Boys Soccer
2011 Central Section Division V Champions!

MAN OF THE DECADE Award
Gerald Whittaker
  On March 27, 1947, in Dinuba, CA, Jack and Jean Whittaker welcomed their first son, Gerald into the 
world. He was followed a few years later by little brother, Doyle. He was raised with the motto: “Don’t 
do anything today that you will be ashamed of tomorrow.” The family eventually moved to Woodlake, 
where Gerald started school, attending Woodlake Elementary and Woodlake High School. He was in-
volved in 4-H, FFA, where he served as Treasurer, Young Life, the WHS football, wrestling and track 
teams. He joined the US Army and served until 1971. Gerald went to work for the Army Corps of En-
gineers in Three Rivers for thirty years. During most of that time, Gerald has also been a rancher. A few 
years ago, Gerald and his wife, Donna got excited about raising and training Assistance Service Dogs. 
They put together support and started the Assistance Service Dog Education Center, refurbishing the old 
St. John’s schoolhouse. Together, Gerald and Donna have mentored teenagers, trained dogs and sought 
to match them with the appropriate clients. It has been a great community project, even though it hasn’t 
been easy. Every day, rain or shine, in good health or ill, Gerald and Donna have cared for the dogs and 
the students. Lately, their clients have included retired military who suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress. 
These dogs, trained by the students, work miracles in the lives of those who have protected our freedom 
at home and abroad. WHS 
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Due to a Melt-Down with the Foundation Computer System we have lost everyones email address.
We ask that everyone please email www.WoodlakeFoundation.org with your name and contact information.

 DONATIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR YOUTH



Woodlake Union High 
School Foundation
P.O. Box 475
Woodlake CA. 93286

Tax-Exempt EIN # 77-0285500

The Publishing of this Foundation newsletter
was funded by the WHS Foundation.

Publishing Team:
Lauri Polly 

and the WHS Foundation Board of Directors

Our Foundation Goals
   The purpose of our foundation is to generate sig-
nificant financial support for projects which otherwise 
would not be possible within the budget of our district.
   Individuals or businesses interested in contributing to 
the WHS Foundation are encouraged to contact any of 
the members of the board or 
Call WHS at (559)-564-3307.

Mark your Calendar

Advertise Your Class Reunions
If you would like to have your reunion advertised in the newsletter, 

please contact Sally Pace at 559 805-3975 or email: runningp64@gmail.com

Visit the WHS Website  - www.woodlakefoundation.org

Advisory Board
	 • Tony Casares	 • Ted Gill	
	 • Jeff Johnson	 • Sandy Owen	
	 • Bill Tidwell	 • Tim Wright
	 • Nicole Glentzer	 • Tim Hire
	 • Rachel Katz	 • Chris Vaccaro
	 • Holly Crain-Peltzer

Date:	 Event:
	 April 30, 2011	 Working Dog Expo 2011
	 May 7-8, 2011	 Woodlake Lions 
		  Parade & Rodeo
	 May 13, 2011	 Senior Exit Interviews
	 May 23, 2011	 Senior Scholarship Awards
	 May 24, 2011	 Baccalaureate at WHS Quad
	 June 1, 2011	 Senior Department Awards
	 June 3, 2011	 Graduation at the
		  Robinson Painter Stadium
	 Oct. 22, 2011	 Class of 1976 35th Reunion
		  Including Classes 1975 & 1977

President ...................................... Frances Mann

Vice President ................................. Dee Rochin

Treasurer ..................................... Ana Carretero

Secretary ..................................Terry Thompson

Corresponding Secretary.........Valerie Abanathie

• George Betancur
• Laura Bullene Jacobo
• Ginger Curtis
• Heidi Crouch
• Alice Fesperman
• Donna Davis
• Larry Garcia
• Melissa Garcia
• Cathy Garza

• Barbara Hallmeyer
• Jim Johnson
• Doni Lewis
• Sally Pace
• Carmita Peña
• Brian Vaccaro
• Diana Pearcy
• Mary Scharn
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